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about potential contamination.

Figures from the B.C. Oil and Gas Commission (OGC), the
province’s energy regulator, show that of the 326 orphan wells
(or wells with no solvent operator) currently identified by the
commission, 145 fall within the Agricultural Land Reserve
(ALR), a designated zone set up to protect farmland.

Orphan wells are those whose owners have gone bankrupt or
can’t be found. In British Columba, companies in the oil and gas
industry must pay a levy intended to cover the cost of cleaning
up orphan wells. Of the total in the province, only 16 have been
restored — a process that involves certification by the OGC based
on ensuring any contamination of soil, groundwater and surface
water is below specified thresholds.

Twenty are expected to be restored by March.

rT‘If\I'\ ‘p‘:ff‘l‘li‘f\f\ ‘l’\‘lﬂf\"‘l‘:l‘]/\l‘] ‘:‘I/\ i olaVah a Vel o Valbal “'f\ ~ ‘lﬂf\ﬂ'l‘lf\{'\“‘ ‘:vr\m ’T‘]/\f\ p]f\]’\f\

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/british-columbia/article-orphan-oil-and-gas-wells-raise-contamination-fears-on-northeast-bc/ 2/9


https://www.theglobeandmail.com/
mailto:?subject=Orphan%20oil%20and%20gas%20wells%20raise%20contamination%20fears%20on%20northeast%20B.C.%20farmland&body=From%20the%20Globe%20and%20Mail:Orphan%20oil%20and%20gas%20wells%20raise%20contamination%20fears%20on%20northeast%20B.C.%20farmland%20-%20https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/british-columbia/article-orphan-oil-and-gas-wells-raise-contamination-fears-on-northeast-bc/?utm_source%3DShared%2BArticle%2BSent%2Bto%2BUser%26utm_medium%3DE-mail%3A%2BNewsletters%2B%2F%2BE-Blasts%2B%2F%2Betc.%26utm_campaign%3DShared%2BWeb%2BArticle%2BLinks
https://twitter.com/share?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.theglobeandmail.com%2fcanada%2fbritish-columbia%2farticle-orphan-oil-and-gas-wells-raise-contamination-fears-on-northeast-bc%2f%3futm_medium%3dReferrer%3a%2bSocial%2bNetwork%2b%2f%2bMedia%26utm_campaign%3dShared%2bWeb%2bArticle%2bLinks&text=Orphan+oil+and+gas+wells+raise+contamination+fears+on+northeast+B.C.+farmland+%2fvia+%40globeandmail
https://www.facebook.com/dialog/feed/?app_id=126045934076200&name=Orphan+oil+and+gas+wells+raise+contamination+fears+on+northeast+B.C.+farmland&link=https%3a%2f%2fwww.theglobeandmail.com%2fcanada%2fbritish-columbia%2farticle-orphan-oil-and-gas-wells-raise-contamination-fears-on-northeast-bc%2f%3futm_source%3dfacebook.com%26utm_medium%3dReferrer%3a+Social+Network+%2f+Media%26utm_campaign%3dShared%2bWeb%2bArticle%2bLinks&picture=&description=Of+the+total+in+the+province%2c+only+16+have+been+restored+%e2%80%93+a+process+that+involves+certification+by+the+OGC+based+on+ensuring+any+contamination+of+soil%2c+groundwater+and+surface+water+is+below+specified+thresholds&redirect_uri=https%3a%2f%2fwww.theglobeandmail.com%2fcanada%2fbritish-columbia%2farticle-orphan-oil-and-gas-wells-raise-contamination-fears-on-northeast-bc%2f
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.theglobeandmail.com%2fcanada%2fbritish-columbia%2farticle-orphan-oil-and-gas-wells-raise-contamination-fears-on-northeast-bc%2f&title=Orphan+oil+and+gas+wells+raise+contamination+fears+on+northeast+B.C.+farmland
whatsapp://send?text=Orphan+oil+and+gas+wells+raise+contamination+fears+on+northeast+B.C.+farmland+-+https%3a%2f%2fwww.theglobeandmail.com%2fcanada%2fbritish-columbia%2farticle-orphan-oil-and-gas-wells-raise-contamination-fears-on-northeast-bc%2f

1/7/2019 Orphan oil and gas wells raise contamination fears on northeast B.C. farmland - The Globe and Mail

ov-. I TR ALALLAZAALALLTE VAL L AUAT AL U AAL AL VELALTE FALEL SR 7 AU prasaw vy

said Lenore Newman, who holds a Canada Research Chair in
Food Security and the Environment at the University of the
Fraser Valley.

As part of a government-appointed advisory committee, Dr.
Newman helped write an interim report last year that found the
“development of the important and expanding provincial oil and
gas resources in the [northeast part of the province] has
exceeded the capacity of the current regulatory environment to
protect farmland."

“The weakness of the current system is that the OGC has been
handed a blank cheque to develop their industry as rapidly as
possible,” Dr. Newman said in an e-mail. "They don’t have the
knowledge or the manpower in-house to adequately address the
long-term impact on farmland,” she added.

In an e-mailed statement, the commission said oil and gas
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that require cleanup and reclamation has ballooned to more
than 210,000.

Following the investigation, B.C. and Alberta announced they
would impose timelines to clean up idle oil and gas wells.

The Globe’s investigation described how major companies
routinely shuffle inactive properties, which come with costly
clean-up obligations, to smaller players, raising concerns that
clean-up expenses won’t be met.

Wells that aren’t properly plugged and sealed can pose dangers
to the environment and to people by, for example, leaking
methane or contaminating ground or surface water.

In B.C,, the tally of orphan sites climbed from 38 in 2014 to 326
in November of this year, with the increase due primarily to two
companies going into receivership.
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The province has about 25,000 oil and gas wells. Of those, under
1.5 per cent are considered orphan sites, according to the OGC.

In a statement, B.C.’s Agriculture Minister Lana Popham referred
to new legislation related to orphan wells and said the
government would take further steps if required.

“While less than 2 per cent of the Agricultural Land Reserve in
the northeast is occupied by oil and gas activities, our
government recognizes the importance of protecting this land
for future agricultural use," she said.

The NDP government in November also passed legislation, Bill
52, that brought in new rules that restricted home sizes in the
ALR, reinstated a single zone for all land in the reserve (the
previous government had brought in a two-zone system) and
hiked penalties for illegal dumping.
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