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CSAP Members’ Update Winter 2023  
 
Message from the President 
 
CSAP Society has continued on smoothly amidst a variety of changes, namely the transitions in 
leadership at both CSAP Society and the Land Remediation Section of ENV. Leaders at CSAP and 
ENV have successfully established strong and effective working relationships quickly. CSAP 
Society held a strategic planning workshop in December which was very productive. Committee 
chairs presented plans for the coming year, and then the entire board spent several hours 
brainstorming strategic objectives for the coming year and establishing action items. Progress on 
CSAP’s strategic goals of Building Awareness, Membership Sustainability, Proactive Interaction 
with ENV, and Education/Outreach, will be reported out to the Board of Directors quarterly. 
 
We have all read the headlines of BC’s premier announcing the provincial government’s 
commitment to reduce the timelines for the permitting of housing projects. ENV’s Land 
Remediation Section has shared that they will be increasing staff as part of its initiative to 
prioritize contaminated sites’ certifications for housing projects. ENV is clearly committed to this 
goal and CSAP Society will assist their leadership team in whatever capacity is required to 
support them in achieving this.      
 
Here is wishing all of our members and stakeholders a prosperous and healthy 2023! 
 
Performance Assessment Committee and Preliminary and Detail Administrative Screening 
Committee Updates 
 

1. Members are reminded that submissions made to CSAP for ENV Instruments cannot be 
withdrawn once logged into the system. Submission withdrawals for extenuating 
circumstances may be considered and approved by the PAC. Under such circumstances, 
the submitting AP(s) must provide a detailed a rationale for their request to withdraw.  

 
2. During the PA process, the submitting AP(s) has two months from the date they receive 

the Stage 1 Review Findings to submit the Addendum to the submission. Once a draft 
Addendum has been prepared by the submitting AP(s), a meeting with the DM and PA 
Panel is highly recommended. The submitting AP(s) must notify the PA Coordinator 
within one month (30 days) of the date of the Stage 1 Review Findings letter if they 
would like to request a meeting with the PA Panel and DM. 

 
3. When substances are remediated to background concentrations, those should both be 

listed in Tables 4.6 and 5.3 of the Summary of Site Condition. 
 

4. Focused Reviews conducted by PAC may be initiated through unresolved issues during 
Detailed Screening or may be requested by ENV through the SDM’s review of the 
Instrument application. During the Focused Review, the DM will review the sections of 
the technical report(s) relevant to the outstanding items requiring clarification. The 
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review process may involve discussion with the DS, the submitting AP(s) and/or the BC 
ENV. 

 
There are two possible outcomes of the Focused Review: 

• All outstanding items requiring clarification from the DS are resolved, and the 
submission is sent to the ENV. 

• The outstanding items requiring clarification from the DS are not resolved, and a 
review of the relevant sections of the report(s) indicates the potential for major 
technical errors or regulatory omissions that could impact the conclusions of the 
reports. In this case, the DM will provide the PAC with the results of their Focused 
Review; the PAC will review the information and determine if a non-random 
performance assessment is warranted. 

 
5. Look for the Site Investigation Protocol regarding soil relocation from ENV coming in 

February, which will come into effect on March 1, 2023, with the CSR Stage 14 
Amendment. 

 
A summary of previous PAC Updates is available here. 
 
Screening Updates 
  
Detailed Screening 
 
We continue to see fewer issues identified during detailed screenings and limited feedback from 
ENV on submissions that are forwarded to them from CSAP. Keep up the great work! 
 
There are a few minor issues that are identified on a regular basis, so a reminder to watch for 
these: 
 

• In the SoSC Section 4.2, explicit statements regarding the application (or lack thereof) of 
ALL water uses (AW, DW, IW and LW) should be provided. 

• In the SoSC Section 4.4, both current and future vapour use must be addressed and 
information on the vapour attenuation factors used in the vapour assessment must be 
included. 

• In the SoSC Section 4.6, notes must be provided on the risk classification for the site. 
• If P4 or P9 background determinations have been applied for, the background 

concentrations must be included in the notes in the SoSC Section 4.6 
• For risk-based submissions, the Site Type (1 or 2) must be provided in the notes in the 

SoSC, Section 4.6 (can also be included in Section 5.1 and/or 5.2). All Type 2 sites require 
a PVP. 

• Spellings for substances must match the CSR schedules (applies to both SoSC and 
instrument). 

 
 

https://csapsociety.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/0-Performance-Assessment-Committee-Updates-1.pdf
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Review Services Committee Updates 
 
Generally the Review Services Committee reviews the following on behalf of ENV: 
 

• Approved Professional statements required by the Ministry 
• Reports submitted to meet the Ministry requirements. For example: progress reports; 

monitoring reports; confirmation reports; annual/biannual, quarterly, or monthly 
reports; or other similar titles. 

 
Some examples of applications that require submission to ENV, rather than the RSC, are those in 
regard to high-risk sites and any requirements coming out of the SDS/site profile process. 
 
In response to questions we have received we note the following types of requests associated 
with AP statements and other Director-required reporting should be sent to ENV and not the 
RSC: 
 

• Requests for an extension to the due date associated with a Schedule B instrument 
reporting requirement  

• Requests for an extension to a 5-year AiP 
• Requests to modify the field or reporting requirements associated with a PVP or Schedule 

B conditions 
 
Further information on the requirements for an AP Statement or other Director-required 
reporting submissions to the RSC can be found here. 
 
Technical Review Committee Updates 
 
The TRC has several projects currently underway:  
 
Climate Change Impacts on Contaminated Sites in BC – CSAP is developing some guidance to help 
practitioners understand which climate hazards pose the greatest risk or challenge to our practice 
area in the future. The RFP for this project was released in early November 2022 and we received 
four great proposals. The work was awarded to Core 6 in early January 2023. A draft report is 
expected at the end of April.   
 
Updates to the CSAP Webmap – CSAP is currently working with the developers to improve the 
functionality of the webmap based on recent feedback from users. The updates are expected to 
be completed by end of March 2023.   
 
Review of ENV Discussion Paper on Making Contaminated Sites Climate Ready – The TRC also 
recently submitted comments on behalf of CSAP on ENV’s discussion paper related to climate 
change. Comments on the discussion paper were due by December 23, 2022. The TRC provided 
comments on the discussion paper based on recommendations of the TRC Working Group and 
included feedback received from seven firms/individuals. Thanks to those of you that shared 

https://csapsociety.bc.ca/additional-report-review-services/
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your thoughts and comments on the discussion paper with the TRC.  It helped CSAP provide ENV 
with a response that addressed the depth and breadth of issues across our industry.   
 
CSAP Scholarships – CSAP awards three scholarships annually to graduates studying in the area 
of contaminated site investigation and remediation. The deadline to apply is March 31. If you 
know of a suitable applicant, please direct them to our website to find out more information and 
download the application. Scholarships will be awarded in May and announced at our AGM.  
 
TRC documents completed over the past year include: 

• CSAP Guidance on the Assessment of the Soil Vapour to Air Pathway (August 2020) 
– now available under the Research and Technical Studies page. 

• Updated CSAP Practice Guideline Checklists - Both the Risk Assessment and 
Numeric are available for use here. 
 

A project from last year that has now wrapped up is the CSAP Guidance for Identifying PCOCs. 
The purpose of this project was to assist practitioners with PCOC screening conducted as part of 
Stage 1 Preliminary Site Investigations in BC. A draft of the guidance was presented at the Fall PD 
workshop in November. Following the workshop, the draft report was posted for member 
comments. The comment period ended on December 15, 2022, and we ended up receiving 
comments from 8 firms/individuals. The report has been finalized and is available on the CSAP 
website here.   

 
If you have any suggestions for a topic that you would like the TRC to tackle, please send your 
ideas to TRC@csapsociety.bc.ca. 
 
Membership Committee Updates 
 
The CSAP Membership Committee is hitting the ground running (hopefully not sliding by the 
time you read this), as we have many plans to streamline both the application process for new 
members and CPD requirements for existing members. To assist in the first of these efforts, we 
welcome Mandeep Purewal, Senior Risk Assessor and Toxicologist with SNC-Lavalin. Mandeep 
will be heading up our Exam sub-committee as chair with the assistance of Tadd Berger and Ian 
Mitchell. Sam Reimer has expertly led the Exam sub-committee since its inception and will 
remain available as a crucial resource as he passes the marking pencil to the new chair. 
 
New members!  
We are pleased to welcome two new members:  
 

• Meredith Guest - SNC-Lavalin 
• Seth Kingsbury - Ausenco 

 
Request for Exam Candidates Experience Reviewers 
The Membership Committee invites interested APs to put their name forward to review new 
candidates’ work experience and provide a recommendation. 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcsapsociety.bc.ca%2Fabout%2Fscholarships%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdbidnall%40csapsociety.bc.ca%7C2de37d0d1d7f429b406508dafdb53d13%7Cab97e2b2085f45ba971aec284160d874%7C0%7C0%7C638101252111151575%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9pv45%2FhD70Z832UonJQk650FqVAyik424uyOT0LLH30%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcsapsociety.bc.ca%2Fmembers%2Fprofessional-development%2Fresearch-technical-studies%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdbidnall%40csapsociety.bc.ca%7C2de37d0d1d7f429b406508dafdb53d13%7Cab97e2b2085f45ba971aec284160d874%7C0%7C0%7C638101252111151575%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EfN1YANC8ABbdU0shT7xyRHvFGGWhUPlqT5IffycdDw%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcsapsociety.bc.ca%2Fmembers%2Fpractice-guidelines%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdbidnall%40csapsociety.bc.ca%7C2de37d0d1d7f429b406508dafdb53d13%7Cab97e2b2085f45ba971aec284160d874%7C0%7C0%7C638101252111151575%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Uxg3HjH13S8utnKpDHm9bz3og6UEGQwozPTPmWiz41Y%3D&reserved=0
https://csapsociety.bc.ca/members/professional-development/research-technical-studies/
mailto:TRC@csapsociety.bc.ca
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We encourage past and present Exam Development Panel volunteers to be Experience 
Reviewers, too.  

The time commitment is as follows: 

• Experience Reviewers are paired to review each candidate’s experience presentation 
[maximum 4 billable hours per review] 

• CSAP encourages the reviewers to request further information from the candidates if 
necessary, and to interview them in case they still have doubts and the documents do not 
suffice for the application resolution [billable time dependent on a case-by-case basis]  

• Provide experience review results [Due date June 14] 
• Please indicate which category of Experience Reviewer, Risk or Numerical are 

interested in by email to npomareda@csapsociety.bc.ca. 
 
Request for Regulatory Examination Development Volunteers         
The Membership Committee invites interested APs to put their name forward to volunteer as 
part of the examination process. The exam development panel will be selected based on 
experience and a range of locations and company affiliations. 
 
Exam Developer: The time commitment is as follows: 
 

• New volunteers 2-hour webinar on March 10. 
[2 billable hours] 

• Write 2 exam questions by Monday, April 10, write three exam questions by Wednesday, 
June 7.  This is a firm deadline; no extensions will be made.  

[10 billable hours] 
• Attend a 2.5-hour writing workshop on Tuesday, April 13   

[2.5 billable hours] 
• Peer review of questions  
• Attend a 1.5-day exam development workshop on September 27 & 28.  

[13 billable hours] 
  
Professional Development Committee Updates  
 
Fall PD Workshop  
CSAP’s first in-person Fall PD Workshop in three years was held on November 17 at the 
Vancouver Convention Centre. The theme was Post Stage 14 Soil Management.  
 
Over 100 professionals attended and enjoyed networking with colleagues, stakeholders, and 
regulators. Sessions featured the Ministry of Environment and Climate Change Strategy, BC 
Hydro, a local economist, a panel discussion, and more.  
 
For those who were unable to attend, find the workshop presentations here.  
 

mailto:npomareda@csapsociety.bc.ca
https://csapsociety.bc.ca/about/professional-development-workshops/
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Lunch and learn 
The PD Committee is pleased to launch the Lunch and Learn series on February 22. 
  
These virtual one-hour sessions are open to the public with the exception of members’ open 
forums which provide an opportunity to confidentially address issues affecting your AP practice 
with your peer group. 
 
Zoom links will be available closer to each date. No pre-registration is required. 
 
Our 2023 schedule is as follows: 
 

Date Time Topic 
February 22 11 a.m. AiPs (joint presentation with ENV) 
April 5 12 p.m. Members’ Open Forum 
May 18  11 a.m. Vapour (joint presentation with ENV) 
June 27  12 p.m. PCOCs 
August 9  11 a.m. Members’ Open Forum 
September 13  12 p.m. P6 Approvals 
October 26  11 a.m. Members’ Open Forum with ENV 

 
Bookmark the event webpage for the Zoom links and share with anyone you think may be 
interested in attending. We look forward to seeing you there and “talking shop”!   
 
Submission Statistics update (as of January 30, 2023) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://csapsociety.bc.ca/lunch-and-learn/


7 
 

Submissions Received over Fiscal Years 
 

 
 

What’s new at CSAP 
 

• In anticipation of the Stage 14 CSR amendments that will be in effect March 1, 2023, 
please be advised: 

o Submissions received before 4pm Pacific on February 28, 2023 by CSAP, will not 
be impacted. 

o Submissions received after 4pm Pacific on February 28, 2023, will have to comply 
to the new changes and requirements. 

 
Note: Submissions received electronically will only be logged once both cheques and 
documents are received. 

  
• Registration for CSAP's AGM and PD Workshop on June 1, 2023. is now open here. More 

details will be forthcoming in the Spring Update. 
 
 
Community Updates 

• Contaminated Seaspan property won't get lower tax assessment, court rules 

• Excavated contaminated soils: the traceability system’s implementation continues and 
fees are being considered (Quebec) 
 

 

https://www.nsnews.com/local-news/catch-122-hastings-location-moving-vancouver-5774831
https://mcmillan.ca/insights/publications/quebec-environmental-law-overview-of-key-developments-to-follow-in-2023/?utm_source=mondaq&utm_medium=syndication&utm_term=Environment&utm_content=articleoriginal&utm_campaign=article
https://mcmillan.ca/insights/publications/quebec-environmental-law-overview-of-key-developments-to-follow-in-2023/?utm_source=mondaq&utm_medium=syndication&utm_term=Environment&utm_content=articleoriginal&utm_campaign=article
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Links of Interest  

• A reality check on the Federal Government’s Fall Economic Statement 
• Incomplete, superficial and unbalanced: Assessing Canada’s “economic recovery” since 

the pandemic  
• How does B.C.’s labour productivity growth compare with other provinces and countries? 
• Opinion: West Vancouver, City of Vancouver, New Westminster among Metro’s 

municipal government big-spenders 
• Where does taxpayers' money go? It's hard to say. Canada and B.C. governments receive 

failing grades on fiscal transparency 
 

Industry Events 

• BCEIA Networking social - February 2, 2023 
• BCIA Vancouver Branch AGM - February 8, 2023 
• BCIA Okanagan Branch AGM - February 9, 2023 
• EGBC Sea to Sky Branch AGM - February 9, 2023 
• EGBC South Central Branch AGM - February 15, 2023 
• Beyond Data, Conceptual Site Models in Site Characterization and Remediation 

- GeoEnviroPro, February 21 to March 17, 2023  
• College of Applied Biologists Conference and AGM - April 13 & 14, 2023 
• Business Development and Sales Skills for Engineers and Geoscientists 

- EGBC,  April 3 to June 30, 2023 
• BCIA Conference and AGM - April 20-22, 2023 
• Indigenous Consultation & Engagement - Indigenous Relations Academy, April 26 
• Bettering Environmental Stewardship and Technology Conference - BCEIA, May 10-12, 

2023 
• EGBC Annual Conference - October 26-28, 2023 
• Clean-Up Information website 
• Regenesis.com 
• GeoEnviroPro 

 

https://bcbc.com/insights-and-opinions/a-reality-check-on-the-federal-governments-fall-economic-statement
https://bcbc.com/insights-and-opinions/incomplete-superficial-and-unbalanced-assessing-canadas-economic-recovery-since-the-pandemic
https://bcbc.com/insights-and-opinions/incomplete-superficial-and-unbalanced-assessing-canadas-economic-recovery-since-the-pandemic
https://bcbc.com/insights-and-opinions/how-does-b-c-s-labour-productivity-growth-compare-with-other-provinces-and-countries
https://bcbc.com/insights-and-opinions/opinion-west-vancouver-city-of-vancouver-new-westminster-among-metros-municipal-government-big-spenders
https://bcbc.com/insights-and-opinions/opinion-west-vancouver-city-of-vancouver-new-westminster-among-metros-municipal-government-big-spenders
https://bcbc.com/insights-and-opinions/where-does-taxpayers-money-go-its-hard-to-say-canada-and-b-c-governments-receive-failing-grades-on-fiscal-transparency
https://bcbc.com/insights-and-opinions/where-does-taxpayers-money-go-its-hard-to-say-canada-and-b-c-governments-receive-failing-grades-on-fiscal-transparency
https://bceia.com/2023/01/10/just-announced-vancouver-networking-social/
https://www.bcia.com/vancouver/branch/agm
https://www.bcia.com/okanagan/branch/agm
https://www.egbc.ca/Events/Events/2023/SS1FEB23
https://www.egbc.ca/Events/Events/2023/SC1FEB23
https://geoenviropro.thinkific.com/bundles/beyond-data-in-person-2023
https://www.cab-bc.org/college-conference-agm
https://www.egbc.ca/Events/Events/2023/23APRMKP
https://www.bcia.com/conference
https://www.indigenousrelationsacademy.com/collections/in-person-training/products/indigenous-consultation-engagement-in-person-training
https://bceia.com/best/
https://www.egbc.ca/Continuing-Education/Annual-Conference/2023-Annual-Conference
https://clu-in.org/default.cfm
https://regenesis.com/
https://geoenviropro.com/

